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DECEMBER 2009 UPDATE 
 
This time last year Israel was responding to seven years of indiscriminate rocket 
fire from the Gaza Strip hailing down on innocent civilians of Sderot and the 
villages bordering on Gaza.  Slowly security shelters are being provided by the 
government to afford some protection for residents. At the moment it is relatively 
quiet but who knows what the future holds… 
 
Meanwhile, Matzuva that has experienced similar aggression over the years is now 
entering its 70th year.  As part of these celebrations a ramble to a favourite spot 
took place. 
 
Tiyul (Ramble) to the “Blossoming Hill” originally called the “Bald Hill” (in 
Hebrew: Har Poreach originally called Har Kireach). We all assembled at the circle 
near the bus stop and the multitude kept coming and coming – the estimate was 
close to 300 adults, seniors, children and even babies carried by parents. 
 

 
   

Assembling at the bust stop circle [Photo: Irene Kadmon] 
 
The origins of the names are that to the east of Matzuva lies a hill that in 1940 
was a bare hill with little vegetation. The new pioneer founders of Matzuva earned 
their livelihoods initially by afforestation work. Consequently the hill that was once 
bare is now green with trees that are now 70 years old.  Many members and 
visitors take this enchanting route up to the water tower and beyond on “Har 
Poreach” – the blossoming hill. 
 



 
A section of the multitude passing through the northern gate leading  
to the cemetery on the way to Har Poreach  [Photo: Irene Kadmon] 

One of our younger hikers resting at the top of Har 
Poreach [Photo: Irene Kadmon] 

 

From the circle the hikers walked down to the northern gate and turned right 
opposite the cemetery and started the 300 meter climb up the hill.  Passing the 
concrete water tower the crest of the hill was reached and our guide, Gidon 
Segali, explained the sites on the northern road and mentioned our neighbours to 
the east, the Bedouin/Jewish moshav village of Ya’ara with the British police fort 
(known as Bassa 2 during the British Mandate).  
Then it was down hill towards the south making a stop for hot herbal tea and 
biscuits before entering the Fein Wadi (Yosef Fein was born in 1903 to a family of 
founder pioneers at Metulla in the Galilee Panhandle.  Yosef later joined the first kibbutz, 
Degania.  In the nineteen-thir ies Fein then played an important role in the purchase of 
land from landowners in Beirut and was also involved in the defence o  Hani a Eilon and
Matzuva).  
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After passing through the wadi the new community village at Matzuva comes into 
view.  Then it’s up to the Matzuva security perimeter fence at the point that Arab 
terrorists cut the fence in 2002 (They briefly entered the kibbutz d opping a revolver 
with a silencer on the path. They circumven ed the fence and the next morning ambushed 
vehicles on the Kabri-Shlomi road a the entrance to Matzuva leaving 7 Israelis dead).  
 

The tiyul then continued up to the high gate to the north of the chicken houses 
and then wound its way back to bus stop and dispersed.  The feedback from this 
event was very very positive. 
 

Water: Water is at a premium despite the close to 400 mm of rain at Matzuva up 
to the end of the year (double the rainfall from the previous year).  There are 
restrictions on the use of water, fines for exceeding quotas and the price per cubic 
liter is high.  As a fruit farm the need for irrigation is vital and there is a real 
problem with water quotas.  The agricultural branch is now checking out the 
amounts of water from the drilling of the well in 1947 that has been unused since 
linking up with the national water grid via the national Mekorot Water Company. 
Research has been instigated and as the person in charge of the Matzuva archives 
we have unearthed data that may lead to its reopening via Mekorot and increasing 
the water quota for the orchards of Matzuva. 
During researching I came across a faded newspaper page from the Palestine Post 
dated February 25, 1947 (during the British Mandate) announcing the finding of 
water at Matzuva.  The article evidences that water was drastically rationed during 
the first seven years at Matzuva. 



 
 

Water Comes to Matzuba 
Two glasses of water daily was often the summer ration for settlers at Matzuba in the Galilee 
hills near the Syrian border and food was sometimes served on slices of bread because there was 
not enough water to wash the dishes. 
Since its establishment seven years ago, the settlement has drilled three wells to a depth of 60 
metres but no water was found except a trickle yielding seven cubic metres per day. Before 
abandoning the third well last week, however the contractor an d the workers undertook with the 
authority of the Jewish National Fund and the Jewish Agency to drill to 75 metres.  But a metre 
and a half further on – at 61½ metres – the water gushed, 75 cubic metres an hour. 
 

Wow! Today, we seem to take too many things for granted. 
 

Anyway, to all ex-Ulpan, ex-Volunteers at Matzuva I and all at Kibbutz 
Matzuva wish you all a Happy New Year with the hope for peace and 
success for all mankind in 2010. 
 

Keep posted – Baruch Kadmon, Kibbutz Matzuva – December 2009 


